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INFALLIBILITY SUBVERSIVE OF CHRISTI- 
ANITY. 

This somowhat startling assertion may appear, at first 
sight, to be nothing more than a foolish paradox, which a 
bigoted and benighted Protestant alone would venture to 
maintain ; but we assure our Roman Catholic readers that 
we put it forward in sober seriousness, and we undertake 
to show them, if they will favour us for a tew moments with 
their attention, that we have strong reasons for making 
the assertion. To avoid misconception, however, it may 
be as well to observe, that we do not mean by infallibility 
the infallibility of the great head of the Church, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, nor that of his divine Word, as recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures, but the asserted infallibility of the 
Church of Rome, wherever it may be supposed to be lodged. 
With this preliminary observation we proceed to our 
proof. 

It is an established principle of the Church of Rome, 
that in order to make a right use, or indeed any use, of the 
Holy Scriptures, the authority and guidance of the living 
infallible Church is absolutely indispensable. Dr. Milner, 
for example, in his well-known work, " The End of Con- 
troversy" (Let. ix.), maintains that a person who does 
not believe in the infallibility of the Church cannot be cer- 
tain that the Bible is the Word of God at all, inasmuch as 
without this belief nothing can Iks ascertained respecting 
the inspiration, genuineness, or authenticity ol the sacred 
volume. It is, moreover, universally held and perpetually 
insisted on by Roman Catholic theologians that, even ad- 
mitting the fundamental points just mentioned to be settled, 
yet the interpretation of the Bible is beset with so many 
difficulties and doubts, obscurities and objections, that its 
real meaning can never be arrived at with certainty, ex- 
cept under the infallible guidance of the Church. A" belief 
in the infallibility of the Church is, then, according to the 
Chyrch of Rome, the sole foundation of a firm and certain 
belief in Scripture as the Word of God, and in all the arti- 
cles ot the faith. To use the words of Dr. Wiseman :* 
"I will explain in thesimplestmannerpossible, the grounds 
whereupon we found our faith, on which we build the doc- 
trines which we profess ; I will examine, in other words, 
whether we are justified in admitting, as the groundwork of 
all that we believe, an authority, a living authority, estab- 
lished by Christ iu His Church, with His security against 
error." 

Now this is all wry well, so long as Roman Catholics 
are engaged in controversy with Protestants, who believe 
the Bible to be the Word of God. In arguing with those 
who hold that the written Word of God is the sole rule of 
faith, it may be very convenient to exaggerate its difficul- 
ties, so as at last to make out that it is little better than an 
inexplicable enigma, except the infallible Church interposes. 
But there are other classes of opponents beside Protes- 
tants, whom it is necessary to argue with and convince — 
heathens and infidels, for example. What line of argu- 
ment, then, is to be pursued in controversies with unbe- 
lievers of this kind? The following outline is taken from 
the celebrated "Theological Prelections" of Pcrrone, pro- 
fessor of Theology in the Jesuit college at Rome. In his 



* Lectures on the Principal Dostitaes, &c. Vol. i., p. 2. 



treatise, " De Vera Religione contra Incredulos," Ferrone 
begins* by refuting the objections raised byinfidelitv against 
the possibility of a revelation. Ho then proceeds to argue 
its necessity. We have next an elaborate discussion of the 
objections which have been raised against the possibility of 
miracles and prophecy. And here, at length, we arrive at 
the actual proofs of Christianity. The following postulate 
is assumed as the basis of the whole argument :— " It is, to 
us, firm and certain that Moses, and tho prophets, and 
Christ existed, and that the books of the two Testaments 
ar» genuine and »eraciotis."t He then lays down his first 
proposition, which is, " That Christ, by "his miracl-s and 
prophecies, and especially his resurrection from the dead, 
proved his divine mission. "J In proof of the miracles of 
Christ, he refers to the Gospels : and then, from the same 
sources, he shows that Christ prophesied the diffusion of 
the Gospel among all nations, the perpetuity of the church 
subject to the successors of St. Peter, the fall of Jerusalem, 
and other events. The resurrection of our Lord he estab- 
lishes, in a similar way, from the New Testament at large. 
His second proposition, in proof of the truth of Christianity, 
is derived from " the excellence and sanctity of the doctrine 
of the Gospel, which most eminently confirms the divine 
and supernatural mission of Christ."§ He proceeds at 
some length toexpntiate on thcdoctrinal and ethical precepts 
of our Lord, referring throughout to Holy Scripture. 
Again, in his treatise "On the Incarnation," directed 
against Jews, infidels, rationalists, and heretics, he de- 
duces his arguments from the law ami the prophets,|| re- 
ferring to the predictions of Jacob, Daniel, Haggui, Sfala- 
chi, &o. ; and he employs the ordinary methods of criti- 
cism to vindicate their interpretation against the objections 
of the adversaries. 

From what has just been said, it will be perceived that 
Roman Catholic apologists^ for Christianity have recourse 
to the samo proofs of its divine origin as were employed by 
the ancient apologists, and which are to be found in the 
standard Protestant works on the subject. They appeal, 
and very rightly, to the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, as authentic records of tho facts and doctrines of the 
Jewish and Christian dispensations. The arguments from 
prophecies and miracles, and from the excellence of the 
Christian doctrine, prc-supposc, of course, the genuineness 
and authenticity of the sacred books, and the uncorrupted 
preservation of their text. 

This seems to be all very satisfactory, so far. But a 
moment's reflection will show, that in the hands of a Ro- 
man Catholic, such arguments are utterly futile when em- 
ployed to prove the truth of Christianity against a ration- 
alist or infidel. The latter must be very ignorant indeed 
if he cannot reply in some such terms as the following: — 
"You wish to persuade me that Christianity is a divine 
revelation, because its founders wrought miracles, and pre- 
dicted future events, and taught a doctrine which far ex- 
ceeded in excellence and purity that of any former religion ; 
and you found these assertions on the statements of a book 
that you call Holy Scripture. But the ablest theologians 
of your Church, when disputing against Protestant heretics 
(as you call than), have proved that the genuineness and 
authenticity of Scripture, and the sale preservation of its 
true text and its meaning, are altogether uncertain in them- 
selves. To establish the truth of the miracles and prophe- 
cies on which you rely, you must first establish the authen- 
ticity of the text and the true meaning of Scripture, all 
which your own divines have proved to be questionable. 
If, as you yourselves maintain, there arc tio certain means of 
knowing from the writings themselves whether they are in- 
spired or not ; or whether they are or arc not a record which 
may be implicitly depended on ; or what is the meaning 
which they were designed to convey ; or, finally, whether 
they have or have not been : interpolated it is plain you 
cannot require me to subscribe to the inferences which you 
draw from documents, everything connected with which 
is involved in so much difficulty aud obscurity." " Oh !'' 
the Roman Catholic apologist will, doubtless, reply, " these 
difficulties and obscurities exist only for those who do not 



* Perrooe, Pralectkmes Th£oIogica\ Vol. I, col. 19, sq. Paris. 
1842. 

tPerrone, Pral. Theol. Col 87. Jib. Col. 89. 

jib. Col. 109. || lb. Col. '.HI, sq. 

X Perrone's arguments agree in the main with those of Huet, 
Bergier, Bosgnet, Hooke, houvier, and the other Roman Catholic 
divines who have discussed the subject. 



belong to the true Church. The members of that Church 
have her unerring authority, and anjoy her infallible guid- 
ance in all these matters.'' " But how," tho other will as 
surely rejoin, " do you prove that this Church of which yon 
speak is infallible?" "Very easily," says the apologist; 
and he forthwith refers to the Scriptures as the genuine and 
authentic record of Christ's promises, commands, and insti- 
tutions. He produces a numlier of texts, which, he says, 
clearly prove the perpetuity, universality, unity, and infal- 
libility of the Church. But here, again, the infidel will 
reply, " You are arguing in whnt logicians call ' a circle ;' 
you have proved yourselves that there can be no certainty 
of any interpretations of Scripture, except vouched for by 
the authority of the infallible Church ; you cannot, there- 
fore, fairly prove this authority from Scripture, since, ac- 
cording to your own doctrine, Scripture iissjlf, as regards 
its interpretation, depends upon that authority." As tho 
only possible means of evading this objection,'' the Roman 
Catholic must have recourse to a " distinction," and say, 
"The texts which I employ to prove the infallible autho- 
rity of the Church arc plain and indisputable, and are, in 
fact, the only texts in Scripture which do not need inter- 
pretation." The infidel will answer, " You arc begging 
the question ; and so far is what you say from being the 
case, that these very texts are still the subjects of discus- 
sion between you and Protestants ; and it is notorious that 
some of the greatest of the Church Fathers have differed 
from each other, and sometimes even from themselves, as 
to the true interpretation of them. In fact, these texts are 
as much the subjeetof different interpretations as those which 
refer to any other of what yon call the capital doctrines of 
your faith, such as the Trinity, the Incarnation, Transub- 
stantiation," &c. This reduces the apologist to an awk- 
ward dilemma. If the texts upon which ho builds tho 
doctrine of the infallibility of the living Church be, not- 
withstanding the disputes about them, sufficiently plain and 
uniuistakcnble,thcn those relating to all othcrimportaiitdoc- 
trincs may bo so likewise ; and thus there is no necessity 
for any infallible living judge in the Church. If those texts 
be obscure, and need an authoritative interpreter, th»y aro 
insufficient to establish the authority of the Church, which 
Romanists themselves hold be the only certain evidence of 
the right interpretation, genuineness, authority, and uncor- 
rupted preservation of the Scriptures. This, we say, is an 
awkward dilemma. Tho first alternative cannot be con- 
ceded without abandoning the field to the Protestant ; if 
the second be allowed, infidelity is triumphant. 

Roman Catholic controversialists have lieen, of course, 
often pressed with this formidable difficulty. They have, 
accordingly, endeavoured to evade it by resting the proof 
of the authority of the Church on Scripture, considered 
merely as an historical document authenticated by human 
testimony, and then employing the authority of the Church 
to determine its true interpretation, and to rest its 
inspiration.* But this leaves the difficulty in undimin- 
ished force. The inlidel may rejoin, " You have your- 
selves proved that human testimony can be no foundation of 
firm and certain faith. You have shown that the meaning 
of Scripture is, of itself, dubious. To establish the au- 
thority of tho Church on Scripture, read and interpreted 
according to tho principles applied to ordinary composi- 
tions, would be at once to place your faith on the very basis 
which, when disputing against Protestants, you have prOTed 
to he unsound." 

Roman Catholics, when defending their Church against 
the scriptural arguments of Protestants, find it necessary to 
involve the Scriptures in as much obscurity and difficulty 
as possible, and to represent the reading ot them as unne- 
cessary mid unprofitable, if not dangerous. Tims Pighins — 
who was patronised by four Popes, Leo X., Adrian VI., 
Clement VII., and Paul III., and was regarded as one of 
the greatest divines of his age— calls Scripture a " nose 0/ 
wax, which allows itself to lie pulled this way and that, and 
to be moulded into any form you please." This is all very 
well against Protestants. But it is to be hoped that, in 
making such statements, the divines- of the Church of Koine 
arc not aware that they are undermining the evidences of 
Christianity itself. We would gladly believe that they 
arc not conscious that their arguments against Protestants 



» Tills U the line of argument adopted by Perrone, Wiseman, De 
la Luzerne, De la Hogue, and most of tba other ptofessed writers on 
die subject. 
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may be tamed by infidels against Revelation itself. If the 
principles of the Church of Borne be true, Christianity has 
absolutely and positively no rational proof whatever. 
Romanism entirely subverts or renders unavailing the evi- 
dences on which the early Christian writers, and the Scrip- 
tures themselves, rested the truth of the Gospel. It 
leaves Revelation, literally, without any evidences. 

From what has been said, it is very clear that the Church 
of Rome is, by her own fundamental principles, unable to 
prove that Christianity is a divine revelation. When infi- 
dels and rationalists compare the arguments of the 
Romish theologians in defence of Christianity with their 
arguments in defence of the infallibility of the Church, they 
will, in an instant, detect and expose the self-contradiction i 
of the whole system. Komish Christianity, Imsed upon | 
the principles which it is forced to avow in opposition to ' 
Protestantism, is, in the hands of rationalism or infidelity, 
weaker and more destitute of proof than heathenism itself, ; 
because it is more self-destructive. The argument for ' 
Christianity, coining from a Roman Catholic, is only cal- 
culated to afford matter of amusement and scoffing to the 
unbeliever. The fearful prevalence of infidelity in Roman 
Catholic countries is a notorious fact ; may we not say 
that this is one of the chief causes to which it is to be 
attributed ? 

The following is the sad testimony of one who was him- 
self the victim of this miserable sophistry. " Into the 
authority of the Church I very consistently resolved the 
certainty of my faith as a Christian, and of my scientific 
theology as a divine. Yet, I did no sooner allow myself 
to examine the question of Church infallibility, with a de- 
termination not to be intimidated by consequences, than 
my whole Christianity vanished like a dream. I concluded 
that Christianity could not be tnte. This inference was 
not properly my own. The Church of Home had most 
assiduously prepared me to draw it."* 



THE HYMN OF SECUNDINUS. 

In the second number of this Journal we printed the 
original text, and translations, of the Irish hymn composed 
by St. Patrick, immediately after his arrival in this country, 
when his teaching was opposed, and his life threatened, by 
his Pagan enemies. We now lay before our readers a 
document, of nearly the same age, and no less interesting 
in itself, the hymn composed by Secundums in praise of 
the great Apostle of Ireland, after his labour.- in organizing a 
Christian Church had been crowned with success. Of its gen- 
uineness and authenticity no doubts need he entertained. t 
A copy of it is preserved in the library of Trinity College, 
Dublin, in an ancient volume of hymns, believed by Arch- 
bishop Ussher to be a thousand years old in his own time. 
Another copy, written in the seventh or eighth century, 
exists in the Ambrosian Library in Milan, from which it 
was printed by Muratori in his Anecdota Ambrosiana. It 
is frequently alluded to in ancient writings, and invari- 
ably ascribed to the same author. Of Secundums him- 
self but little is known. The ancient Irish authorities 
concur in stating, that he was the son of a sister of St. 
Patrick, and that Ins father was a Lombard, named 
Restitutus. He arrived in Ireland, according to the Annals 
of Ulster, in the year 43'J, being sent to assist St. Patrick 
in his missionary labours. He usually resided at Dun- 
shaughlin, which derives its name from himself; J and his 
death is recorded in the Annals of the Four Masters, at the 
year 447. In a catalogue of Bishops of Armagh, printed 
in Colgan's Trias, we find Secundinus set down as having 
held that see for sixteen years. If the dates aire uly given 
be correct, this story cannot bo true. It may. however, 
be accounted for, in part, by supposing that St. Patrick on 
some occasions intrusted Secundinus with $he care of that 
see during his own absence on missionary circuits through 
Ireland ; or that he permanently retained him as bis coad- 
jutor Bishop. The anonymous author of the preface pre- 
fixed to the hymn of Secundinus, in the Liber Hymnorum, 
gives the following account of the occasion on which it was 
composed : — Secundinus had accused St. Patrick of failing 
to inculcate charity ; meaning thereby, that if St. Patrick 
had insisted more strongly upon the duty of manifesting a 
pious liberality by the offering of temporal goods for reli- 
gious uses, more lands and possessions would have been 
contributed by the ready devotion of the people for the 
maintenance and endowment of churches. St. Patrick, 
vindicating himself from this charge, explained, that out of 
charity he had been sparing in his exhortations to charity. 
Satisfied by this, Secundinus asked pardon for his error, 
and composed the hymn for the purpose of establishing a 
reconciliation between himself and St. Patrick. Whether 
this story be true or not, is a matter of small consequence. 
compared with the internal character of the hymn itself. 
Dr. Lanigan says of it,§ that it " is well worthy of illustra- 



» Life or Blanco White, i., pp. 256, HI. 

t The antiquity of thia hymn has been questioned by a modern Ger- 
man author (Scholl, Eedutarum Brittankarum Origina), for no better 
reasons than because it is alphabetical, and Its style barbarous. He 
seems to have forgotten the existence of the alphabetical psalms; and 
takes no account of the fact that there have been unlearned and inele- 
gant writers In ancient as well as in modem times. 

X The Irish form of the .jasMPfStauidiiitis is Sechnall : and 
Domnach SechnailL the_ ^ payb^oaScfech, eft Secundinus, was 

5 Dr. Lanlgana E^flMfcjTalhj j rf fittand. vol. I., p. S9S. 



tion, as it contains excellent allusions to the most sound 
doctrine and discipline ; and it would be desirable that we 
had a more correct copy of it." In this opinion of the learned 
historian we fully coincide, and we think we have accom- 
plished the first of the two objects which Dr. Lanigan has 
indicated, by annexing to the translation of each stanza a 
few references to passages of Scripture quoted or alluded to 
in it. These references will show that the mind of the 
writer was completely imbned with a knowledge of Holy 
Scripture, from which most of the thoughts and expressions 
in the hymn are drawn. As regards the exhibition of a 
correct text, we have made some approach towards the 
attainment of this end, by means of a careful collation of 
the different existing copies.* 

The reader will observe, that throughout the hymn the 
present tense is used in connection with the name of St. 
Patrick ; and no allusions are made to any circumstances 
that occurred at or after his decease. This does not, indeed, 
prove that it was written in St.Patrick's lifetime ; for a careful 
forger, in a later age, would use the same mode of speaking. 
But what, to our mind, irresistibly demonstrates the 
genuineness of this hymn is its absolute silence respecting 
any miracles alleged to have been wrought by St. Patrick. 
All the lives of him printed by Colgan contain accounts of 
these miracles. The oldest lives relate the fewest miracles. 
The later ones, curiously exemplifying the theory of deve- 
lopment, narrate the most numerous and astounding 
prodigies — whilst St. Patrick himself, solemnly recording 
the history of his life and labours in his Confession, written 
shortly before his death, abstains from taking credit to him- 
self for the possession of miraculous powers. It might be 
said that his silence was dictated by a modest desire to 
avoid magnifying bis character or acts. But the silence of 
an eulogist, composing such a hymn as the one before us, 
is only to be explained on the supposition that the 
miracles were not wrought, and that he wrote before the 
legends respecting them obtained currency. Or the argu- 
ment may be stated in a somewhat different form. If the 
miracles were truly worked, every biographer and every 
panegyrist of St. Patrick, from his own time down to that 
of Joeeline, might be expected to take notice of them. 
Attempts to prove that certain events did not take place,, 
because a writer omits to make mention of them, are often 
idle, because it cannot be proved that it fell within his 
scope and intention to notice them. It is only where this 
latter link in the chain of reasoning can be surely supplied 
that this mode ot reasoning is conclusive. In the present 
case, we may argue in this way with perfect safety. For 
a panegyrist, desiring to put forward everything that 
tended to the honour of the person whose praises he was 
celebrating, and doing so at considerable length, could not 
fail to state that he had publicly worked miracles of various 
kinds, and of the most prodigious nature, if he had really 
done so. Whatever such a writer neglected to notice, he 
would surely make mention of the miracles. 

There is another omission in this hyjnn of Secundinus 
which claims attention. No mention is made in it of St. 
Patrick's having been sent hither by Pope Celestincf Now, 
there occur in the composition occasions the most natural 
that can be conceived for the introduction of a reference to 
this circumstance, if it had actually occurred. He is said 
to have "received bis apostleship from God" (c). "The 
Lord chose him to teach the barbarous nations" (d). " He 
was sent by God as an apostle, even as Paul to the Gen- 
tiles" (g). " He was chosen by God to watch over the 
people of God" (p). " The Saviour advanced him for his 
merits to be a bishop" («). " Christ chose him to be his 
vicar on the earth" (x). Here are occasions enough to 
mention the appointment by Celestine, if it had ever taken 
place. But there is not a word to this effect. On the 
other hand, the assertions that St. Patrick obtained his 
apostleship from God, and that he was our apostle, as St. 
Paul was the apostle of the Gentiles at large, go some way 
to negative the supposition that St. Patrick derived his 
appointment from the Pope. For a comparison is sug- 
gested between his case and that of St. Paul, who says of 
himself, that he was " an apostle not of men, neither by 
man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father." — 
Gal. i. 1. 

The reader can hardly fail to remark an expression in 
this hymn, which bears strongly upon the relation between 
the Church established by St. Patrick, and the Church of 



Rome. He is spoken of in the third stanza as a head of 
the Church, in the same sense as St. Peter was. " On him, 
as on Peter, the Chnrch is built." Secundinus seems to 
have discerned the true interpretation of our Lord's pro- 
mise to St Peter (Matt. xvi. 18). At all events, he 
cannot be supposed to have read in it the title of the 
supremacy of the Roman Pontiff or the Roman Church. 

One word more as to the topics of which all mention is 
omitted in this hymn. Secundinus makes no mention in 
this long composition of the Blessed Virgin Mary. There 
may have been, doubtless there was, no special reason for 
referring to her. But must it not appear strange to any 
candid Roman Catholic to find mention here of the three 
Persons of the Trinity, the Angels, the Apostles, the Church, 
the Scriptures, Earth, Heaven, and Hell, all the chief objects 
of the Christian faith, but not one word of the Virgin Mary ? 
The same omission strikes us in reading the Confession of 
St. Patrick. In the second paragraph of that remarkable 
document he gives us a formal confession of his faith, a 
very ample paraphrase of the Christian's creed ; but 
neither there, nor anywhere else in his writings, do we 
meet the Virgin Mary's name. Would this be the case in 
any composition of equal length, and on a subject re- 
lating to religion and the Church, coming from the pen 
of a Roman Catholic Bishop of the present day? 

We must not conclude our comments upon this hymn 
without pointing the reader's attention to the information 
it conveys respecting the nature of St. Patrick's teaching. 
He is represented as freely communicating the Gospel (e), 
and(i) "He finds a treasure in the sacred volume" (s). 

1 " His words were seasoned with the Divine oracles" (t). 
" His seeds were the Gospels of Christ"(v). The Apoca- 

: lypse and Psalms also furnished the subjects of his dis- 
courses for the edification of the people of God (v). This is 
exactly in accordance with what the tenor of his writing^ 
would lead us to expect. Both his Confession and his 
Epistle to Coroticus are so rich in quotations from 
Scripture, as to ptjove that his mind was thoroughly stored 
with scriptural ideas and phraseology, and that he took a 
delight in imparting this treasure to others. We are also 
told that it was his practice to leave behind him copies of 
the Old and New Testaments in places where he estab- 
lished Christian Churches for the first time.* On this 
head, however, we need say no more here ; the difference 
between ancient Irish saints and modern Roman Catholic 
bishops, as regards the free use of the Holy Scriptures, 
having been discussed at some length in a former number 
of this journal, t 

In the Book of Armagh the recitation of this hymn of 
Secundinus, and St. Patrick's own Irish hymn, is mentioned 
as a fixed part of thesolemnity observed in celebrating the an- 
niversary of St. Patrick's death.{ Wehopethatour Catholic 
countrymen will revive this usage, not in the superstitious 
expectation ofthusobtainingany miraculous benefits,§ but 
for the purpose of keeping up a lively recollection of the 
scriptural character of the Church established by St. 
Patrick in Ireland. 



• Attention to the metre, such as it is, has enabled us to make some 
obvious corrections of the :ext. In each stanza there are eight lines, 
alternately of eight ta.d t-i.ven syllables, hiatus and quantity being 
wholly disregarded; generally speaking, there is an accent on 
the penultimate syllable in toe lirst, third, tilth, and seventh lines; and 
on the ante-penultimate, in the second, fourth, sixth, and eighth. 
This metre seems to be a rude imitation of the classical trochaic 
tetrameter catalectie. 

t Neither does St. Patrick himself speak of it in his Confession, 
though he refers to the circumstances connected with his mission to 
Ireland. Jt does not appear to haTe been known to Muirchu Maccu 
Machteni ( Ussher's Maccuthenius), who wrote his life of St. Patrick in 
the latter part of tne seventh century. The headings of the chapters 
relating to this part of St. Patrick's history prove this more plainly 
than ttio body ot the narrative. They stand as follows: — 

]>e a>tate ejus quando iens videre sedem apostolicam voluit discere 
sapientiam. 

De lnventione Sancti Germani In Galliis, et ideo non ezivil ultra. 

I>e setate ejus quando visitavlt eum angelus ut veniret adtrac. 

De reversione ejus de Galliis, et ordlnatione Palladii, et mox morte 
ejus. 

Do ordlnatione ejus ab Arnattiorege episcooo defuncto, Palladio 

Betham's Iriih Antiquarian Saearcha, Appndix.p. i3,<xtredtdSrom 
tM original 



HYMN US SANCTI PATRICII EPISCOPI SCOTORUM. 



Auditc, omnes amantes 

Dcum, sanctn merita 
Viri in Christo beati, 

Pntricii episcopi ; 
Quomodo bonum ob actum 

Similatur angelis, 
Perfectamque propter vitam 

^Equatur apostolis. 



Beati Christi custodit 

Mandata in omnibus ; 
Cujus opera refulgent 

Clara inter homines ; 
Sanctumque cujus sequuntur 

Exemplum mirificum ; 
Unde et in ccclis Pattern 

Magnificant Dominion. 



* Portavit Patricius per Sininn secum . . . libros legia, evan- 
gelil libros, et reliquit illos in locis novis. — Betham's I. A. R. t Ap- 
pendix, p. 17. 

t April, 1862, vol I., p. 37. 

t Betham's I. A. It., Appendix, p. 36. 

J Colgan (Trial, p. 210) quote* passages from the lives of St. Kevin, 
St Colmanel, and St. Canite, for the purpose of showing that miracu- 
lous benefits were consequent upon the recitation *>t this hymn. One 
of these is so extraordinary that we cannot forbear quoting it. 

" Quodam autem tempore Sanctus Cannicus volens fugere homines, 
sine navi suis pedihus intravit divina virtute In Insulam stagni Cre: 
ibique exemplo Domini qnadragtnta diebns, et qnadragiuta noctibns 
mansit: sed cibum humanum non habuit, nee domum; sed super 
nudam terrain habitavit. Ipse antem non sensit famem, vel sitim 
neque frigns; neque pluvia sibi nocuit; Solus ergo oratiottibus divinls 
vacabat, et nemo scivtt quod ibi fiiit. Quodam autem die, cum esset 
in oratione In ilia lnsnla,vidit turbas deraonum sedentes super eqoos 
eecus se festinantes Interrogante autem Ulo demones, quo perge- 
rent; unus ex tills respomtit ei; nos festinamos ad comendendam 
animam unius dlvitla In regione Museraighi. Cut dixit S. Cannicus 
venlas ad me iternm, com fabulis, ut dicas de ilia anima niiqnid mihl. 
Cuokum post pnguam ad eum rediisset daemon, vidit S. Cannicus earn 
sine equo, et tristem valde; et interrogans, Ille respond!!; nos vlctt 
sumus : nam vir iUe tria capitula de nymno S. Patricii ante mor- 
tem, nobis neectentioua, cantavit : et perhoc liberatus est de mauibus 
nosM*. 1 * Ex vita Sancti Cannici, c. 48. 



